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To oll whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Hzxry T, Fonra-
NELLA, a citizen of Italy, residing at New
York city, in the county of New York and
State of New York, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Musical Toys, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to an improvement
in the type of musical toys known as a
kazoo and its principal object is to provide
an instrument embodying a cylindrical ele-
ment in which a plurality of vibratory
members are supported, and which are ca-
pable of adjustment so that they can be
operated to produce the desired tone.

A further object of the invention is to
provide a device of this character adapted
to be actuated by humming a melody into
the same and the tone of which may be regu-
lated by adjusting means which is provided
therefor. .

With the preceding and other objects and
advantages in view, the invention consists in
the novel construction of elements and ar-
rangement of parts and operations, to be
hereinafter specifically referred to, illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, and
pointed out in the appended claim.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is an elevation of my improved
musical instrument.

Figure 2 is a longitudinal sectional view
of the same, and

Figure 3 is a fragmentary longitudinal
sectional view of a slightly modified embodi-
ment of the invention.

Referring to the drawings in detail where-
in corresponding characters of veference de-
note corresponding parts throughout the
several views, the numeral 5 designates a
cylinder provided with an opening 6 at
one side against which the mouth of the
operator is adapted to be pressed. Remov-
ably arranged upon each end of the cylinder
5 is a cap 7 having a depressed central
part or cup-shaped member 9 each of which
1s provided with a central opening 10.

Disposed in each of the caps 7 1s a vibra-
tory diaphragm 11 of tissue, leather or other
similar material and which rests against
the ends of the cylinder 5 and is adapted
to be engaged by the cup-shaped members
8 upon movement of the same towards the
inner ends of the cylinder.

The ends of the caps 7 are rolled upon
themselves to provide beads 14 which are
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adapted to be grasped by the operator’s fin-
gers to slide the cap longitudinally on the
cylinder.

Upon holding the cap with greater or less
force to engage the cup-shaped members
with the diaphragms, ‘the latter will be cor-
respondingly tensioned and thereby regulate
the sound reproduced by the instrument.

From the disclosure it will be apparent

that a person may operate the device by

simply pressing his mouth against the open-
ing provided in the side and hum a note
between the teeth and by adjusting the caps
so that the diaphragms vibrate at the same
rate to produce the same sound value as the
note hummed, the device is then ready to be
played, and with a little practice the player
can give a good imitation of a cello, saxo-
phone, cornet, bugle, ete.

In Figure 3 a modified form of the inven-
tion ig illustrated, and in this connection
the ends of the cylinder 5 are provided with
exterior screw threads 15 while the caps are
provided with interior screw threads 16
which are threaded upon the threaded ends
15. Upon rotation of the caps it will be
observed that the cup shaped elements will
engage the diaphragms with greater or less
force to hold the same at the desired ten-
sion and thereby regulate the sound of the
device to correspond to the voice of the
player.

While ‘T have shown and described the
preferred embodiment of the invention, I
desire to have it understood that such
changes may be made in the form, con-
struction and arrangement of parts and
operations, as will not depart from the
spirit of the invention or the scope of the
subjoined clain.

What is claimed is:—

A musical toy comprising a cylinder hav-
ing an opening centrally disposed in one
side thereof and adapted to receive the
mouth of the player, cap members movable
longitudinally on the ends of the cylinder,
diaphragms arranged within said cap mem-
bers and adapted to contact the ends of the
cylinder, and inwardly extending cup
shaped elements formed on the cap members
and formed with openings and adapted to
adjustably engage the diaphragms to hold
the same under tension.

In testimony whereof I afix my signa-

ture.
HENRY F. FONTANELLA.

60

85

70

5

80

86

20

85

100

105

110



